appear to have relevance to the story. This is a novel which requires the close attention of the reader, who upon finishing the novel, must attempt to put together all of the pieces in order to grasp the broader picture which the novel presents.
Arlt is an excellent, although often complex storyteller, whose command of the language serves to expose the reader to Barbara's innermost emotions.
The reason for the intensity of Barbara's emotional involvement with Burkhard and Hannelore is slowly revealed by descriptions of her childhood and youth --a father who deserted his family to live in the West, where he died; a mother who couldn't love Barbara enough; the inability to be accepted by her peers; various unsuccessful affairs with men.
The lack of love in Barbara's childhood and youth resulted in the intense devotion to those who are important to her. 
